
 

1 
 

International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding 
20th Steering Group Meeting 

20 April 2017 | Washington, D.C 
 

Key Decisions 

• Taking the work programme discussions forward, the Secretariats will work to identify four or 
five focus countries, based on an assessment of current initiatives and opportunities. A new 
iteration of the work programme, incorporating the inputs from this meeting, will be produced 
by the Secretariats and distributed within three weeks. The next step will be to identify roles 
and responsibilities and cost its implementation. 

• Members agreed to postpone the 6th Global Meeting to the first quarter of 2018. Members 
also agreed to change the frequency of Global Meetings to once every two years. 

• Members agreed to high-level engagement in the Central African Republic in 2017, in support 
of their efforts to follow up on the 2016 Donors Conference in Brussels. 

• Freetown or Paris were suggested as options to host the next Steering Group Meeting in 2017. 
• The Co-Chairs will send a letter to INCAF members on the issue of INCAF Focal Points, seeking 

volunteers/nominations. 
• Members took note of the different initiatives and work on financing peace and the private 

sector, including the IDPS Secretariat’s work in this area. They also discussed links with the 
GPEDC on their public-private partnerships monitoring initiative. 

• Members agreed that the PSG1 study findings and recommendations need to be internalised 
and discussed in capitals and, in particular, at country level. The International Dialogue could 
facilitate some of these tri-partite discussions as part of the Country Dialogue processes. 

• Members took note of Sweden’s proposal for a discussion on the margins of the SIPRI Forum in 
May 2017, to discuss a joint implementation/partnership framework to bring together 
Sustaining Peace, the SDGs, and the New Deal at country level. 

 
1. Opening Session 
Minister Momodu Kargbo opened the meeting and welcomed participants. This marked the first 
occasion in which the Minister was able to meet members in the context of an International Dialogue 
meeting. Melissa Brown, Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for USAID, and former Co-Chair of 
the Implementation Working Group, also addressed the group. This Steering Group meeting was co-
chaired by the Ministers’ senior representatives, Jöran Bjällerstedt (Sweden) and Abie Kamara (Sierra 
Leone). At this meeting, members discussed priority themes for joint action at global and country 
levels(Session 2); priorities for joint action on New Deal implementation (Session 3); the relevance of 
the New Deal in the humanitarian-development-peace nexus (lunch Session); financing peace, 
private sector, and new partnerships (Session 4); shared priorities and the process towards a work 
programme (Session 5); and the 6th Global Meeting of the International Dialogue (Session 6); and 
received updates from the four Secretariats (Session 7). 

Conclusions | Next Steps 
• The 19th Steering Group Meeting Summary Record was approved.  

 
2. Priority Themes for Joint Action at Global and Country Level 
During this session, members discussed developments at global and country level, including 
prevention, sustaining peace and the 2030 Agenda, which may inform the IDPS work programme. 
Members also discussed the role of the New Deal in informing several policies and initiatives around 
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these issues. Updates and presentations were provided by UNDP, CSPPS, UNPBSO, and the g7+ 
Secretariat (see Annex 1). In addition, members were encouraged to reflect on the changing 
narrative from fragility to resilience, a changing focus from weaknesses to assets, and what this 
means in terms of dealing with risks and addressing challenges. Lastly, members reflected on the 
progress that has been achieved over the last five years, on how the International Dialogue might link 
with other initiatives that are working to localise the SDGs (including the Global Alliance on Goal 16), 
and on how to ensure that the principles and goals are influencing the implementation of other 
processes in g7+ countries. 

Conclusions | Next Steps 
• Highlighting their work on diplomacy and prevention, the g7+ invited the International Dialogue 

to support and collaborate on these initiatives. 
• Some members proposed the creation of a dedicated work-stream on prevention, testing what 

is possible in-country. This proposal would be discussed as the work plan is negotiated. 
• Sweden proposed coming together on the margins of the SIPRI Forum in May 2017, to discuss a 

joint implementation/partnership framework to bring together Sustaining Peace, the SDGs, and 
the New Deal at country level. Members took note of this proposal. 

 
3. Priorities for Joint Action on New Deal Implementation 
During this session, members discussed ways in which Stockholm and the New Deal could be 
realised, including a presentations and discussions on INCAF’s PSG1 study and the Use of Country 
Systems in Somalia (see Annex 1). Members welcomed the PSG1 report, though there are different 
views on what is meant by inclusive politics in fragile settings. While some of the normative 
assumptions of the report were challenged (including a focus on Western standards), members 
encouraged country-level discussions on the report and its findings, potentially as part of country 
dialogues. On Use of Country Systems (UCS), members noted the importance of continuing to make 
progress in using country systems and building capacities, and the challenges posed by the 
perception of the risk of corruption. In response to some of these concerns, the g7+ is working on a 
unified policy proposal on UCS. Members also noted that engagement pays off, as shown by 
Norway’s leadership in Somalia, which paved the way for others to engage. However, there is a need 
for joint risk-management strategies, and the International Dialogue could help facilitate a frank and 
open discussion on what is needed and what is possible. 

Conclusions | Next Steps 
• The international dialogue could help document and draw learning of the different experiences 

of UCS in fragile contexts. This could include work to increase awareness of the political context 
within which governments and development partners operate, and to challenge some of the 
concerns and misconceptions that impede further progress on UCS. 

• The International Dialogue could use its comparative advantage to help facilitate frank and open 
discussions that foster joint risk-management strategies. 

• Members agreed that the PSG1 study findings and recommendations need to be internalised 
and discussed in capitals and, in particular, at country level. The International Dialogue could 
facilitate some of these tri-partite discussions as part of Country Dialogue processes. 

 
Lunchtime Discussion – Making the New Deal Relevant in Crisis 
This lunchtime session focused on the potential added value of the New Deal and its principles in 
contexts of crisis, and in the humanitarian-development-peace nexus discussions. It included 
presentations by CSPPS and the World Bank (see Annex 1). The session built upon previous work, 
undertaken through the Implementation Working Group, on a paper discussing the role of the New 
Deal in crisis situations. Members acknowledged the strong link between crisis and fragility, and 
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discussed the importance of peacebuilding approaches to development and in responding to crises. 
Members also highlighted the importance of statebuilding in considering the humanitarian-
development nexus, and encouraged a focus on resilience. On initiatives in this space, the World 
Bank, for example, is working on a proposal for working better together despite having different 
mandates. They highlighted the importance of sharing data, analysis, and planning, and to work in 
complementary ways. Lastly, members also highlighted the role that Fragility Assessments as a tool 
for early warning. 
 

Conclusions | Next Steps 
• Members did not agree on collective work in this area. However, the role for the International 

Dialogue could be on building political will for political action on preventing crisis, nationally and 
globally. This could include linking with other partnerships or initiatives, including the New Ways 
of Working (NWOW) discussions, to promote the New Deal principles and lessons. 

 
4. Financing Peace, Private Sector, and New Partnerships 
During this session, participants surveyed some of the work on the private sector and on financing 
for peace that is being conducted by members. Financing will be a core question in achieving the 
SDGs, and engaging with the private sector will be important to deliver on the Stockholm 
commitments. This session included presentations by CSPPS, INCAF, the World Bank, the European 
Union, and the International Dialogue Secretariat (see Annex 1). During the discussion, members 
were encouraged to decide on the added value of the International Dialogue in this space, and 
whether it should be a part of the work programme. 

Conclusions | Next Steps 
• Members took note of different initiatives in this area, including the World Bank innovations 

through IDA 18 and its Private Sector Window (PSI); the European Union’s External Investment 
Plan; INCAF’s work on financing for fragility and guidance on resourcing strategies for fragile 
contexts; the CSPPS collaboration with Oxfam-Novib on private sector engagement in 
peacebuilding and statebuilding; Germany’s upcoming discussion paper on private sector 
engagement during active conflict; and the IDPS Secretariat’s work on private sector investment. 

• Members discussed the potential links that could be established with the Global Partnership for 
Effective Development Co-operation (GPEDC) on their public-private partnerships initiative. 

 
 
5. Pulling it All Together: Towards Agreement on Shared Priorities and 

Work Programme 
In this session, members discussed the draft work programme document put together by the four 
Secretariats, and reflected on how the morning’s discussions could shape the priorities going 
forward. This session also included a report on the IWG meeting, held the day before, by the IWG Co-
Chairs. The Secretariats worked to find areas of complementarity, where working together could 
have an added value. They identified three focus areas for 2017-18: Accelerating New Deal 
implementation: realising the SDGs through New Deal principles; Prevention and Reconciliation; and 
Inclusion and agenda of change: women and youth. Overall, members welcomed this first draft, 
noting that it is a collective agenda with individual responsibilities. Together with some additions, 
members encouraged more reflection on: the link between the SDGs and the PSGs, the link between 
country-level and global work; the link between the work of the IWG and that of the IDPS as a whole; 
a clearer work and financing plan for the IDPS Secretariat; and the need to better understand the 
cost implications of this work plan. While some counties of focus were discussed – including Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, DRC, Somalia, CAR and Togo – the assessment on opportunities to engage on a small 
number of countries will be conducted by the Secretariats. 
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Conclusions | Next Steps 
• The Secretariats will work to identify four or five focus countries, based on an assessment of 

current initiatives and opportunities. 
• The Co-Chairs will send a letter on the issue of INCAF focal points, seeking nominations. 
• A new iteration of the work programme will be produced by the Secretariats, incorporating the 

input from this session, and distributed within three weeks. The second step will be to break 
down the cost for its implementation, together with roles and responsibilities. 

 
6. 6th Global Meeting of the International Dialogue 
In this session, members discussed the next Global Meeting, which was originally scheduled for early 
May 2017 in Bangui, Central African Republic. Room Document Nine outlined preliminary ideas for 
the content and structure of the meeting, and provided an indicative timeline and potential costs. 
The Co-Chairs and IDPS Secretariat have been in contact with the CAR government, including with 
support from the g7+ Secretariat. They had been informed of the decision to postpone the meeting 
to the fall, and welcomed continued collaboration with the IDPS Secretariat to ensure a well-planed 
and successful meeting. During this session, members discussed the financial feasibility and 
timeliness of a meeting in 2017. They agreed that the meeting should be postponed the first quarter 
of 2018, pending CAR’s continued willingness to host the International Dialogue then. Some 
members suggested this meeting could be an opportunity to host a regional prevention forum, 
showcasing prevention successes and making a link with the UN/World Bank study on prevention. 

Conclusions | Next Steps 
• Members agreed to postpone the 6th Global Meeting to the first quarter of 2018. The venue and 

exact date are contingent on the Central African Republic’s Government continued willingness 
to host the International Dialogue.  

• Members agreed to change the frequency of Global Meetings to once every two years. This is in 
view of logistical and financial constraints, and with the hope that higher ministerial attendance 
can be secured by reducing their frequency. Members also agreed that an effort should be made 
to connect Global Meetings to thematic issues/priorities. 

• On the Central African Republic, Members proposed high-level engagement in 2017 to support 
their efforts to follow up on the 2016 Donors Conference in Brussels, Belgium.  

 
7. Reporting by Secretariats 
In this session, the International Dialogue Secretariat presented an income overview for 2014-17, 
and a breakdown of expenditures for 2016. Time constraints prevented a full report of activities from 
the constituencies Secretariats, as originally scheduled.  

 
8. Closing Session 
The Co-Chairs closed the 20th Steering Group Meeting with a summary of the discussions and 
decisions. Freetown (October) or Paris (November) were suggested as options to host the next 
Steering Group Meeting.  
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Annex 1: 
Summary of Presentations 

Session 2 Presentations:  Priority Themes for Joint Action at Global and Country Level 
Assistant Secretary-General and UNDP Assistant Administrator Magdy Martínez-Solimán updated 
members on UNDP’s current work on the development agenda. He presented an overview of their 
work on Mainstreaming, Accelerating, and providing Policy Support (MAPS) for SDG implementation 
in fragile contexts. UNDP also has major work areas on 2030 Agenda monitoring and advocacy, and 
SDG16 (primarily through the Global Alliance), and engagement on the Sustaining Peace agenda. 
 
Peter van Sluijs, co-ordinator of the CSPPS Secretariat, presented an overview of the platform’s work 
to ensure that global political commitments are translated into concrete actions in-country that 
follow whole-of-society approaches and processes. Building on the Stockholm Declaration, they 
advocate for a stronger focus on the New Deal principles, and suggest a policy working group (or 
similar configuration) to advance work on these issues. 
 
Henk-Jan Brinkman, Chief of Policy, Planning and Application at UNPBSO, presented on the UN 
Secretary-General priorities around sustaining peace and prevention. He provided an overview of the 
UN’s work on a joint study on prevention with the World Bank, which will include an important 
element on financing peacebuilding activities. UNPBSO advocate for linkages between sustaining 
peace and realising the SDGs, and believe on stronger emphasis on conflict and fragility to ensure 
that no-one is left behind, and the New Deal’s importance in this space. 
 
Habib Mayar, Deputy General-Secretary of the g7+, presented on the group’s priorities and 
challenges going forward. While encouraged by a growing focus on prevention, they fear that the 
difficult political decisions that are needed to implement the Goals - SDG16 in particular - are still 
missing. The g7+ encouraged development aid providers to continue to support the New Deal and to 
increase support to developing stronger statistical capacities. Going forward, they propose 
partnering for preventive diplomacy, joint missions to g7+ countries, and technical co-operation. The 
g7+ will be launching its monitoring report on the SDGs at the 2017 High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), 
and providing a preview during the high-level meeting on realising the SDGs in difficult contexts in 
May 2017, in Dili, Timor-Leste. 
 

Session 3 Presentations: Priorities for Joint Action on New Deal Implementation 

Shinta Sander, focal point for Germany, presented on the INCAF study on PSG1, Hitting the Target 
but Missing the Point? The study, published in November 2016 with significant financial support from 
BMZ, sought to assess progress in support of PSG1. The study found that there is a state-centric, 
partial and shallow understanding of inclusivity, legitimacy, and politics across the four case studies 
(Somalia, South Sudan, Afghanistan and Timor-Leste). Additionally, members have an overly 
standardised policy response package to support inclusive and legitimate politics, placing too much 
focus on input-inclusivity and process-inclusivity. Lastly, the study found some progress on support to 
political processes and working politically (full report).  
 
Mahbouba Seraj, interim focal point for CSPPS in Afghanistan, presented on the platform’s work on 
inclusive politics, and on the experience of civil society in Afghanistan. Seraj noted that the 
implementation process in Afghanistan was not as inclusive as ideal, and stressed that – beyond 
holding governments accountable – civil society can add to the government’s legitimacy by actively 
participating in planning and development processes. 
 

https://www.pbsbdialogue.org/media/filer_public/bb/de/bbde6533-2f72-405d-a256-db483878a21f/rd4_-_hitting_the_target_but_missing_the_point.pdf
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Sara Cramer, UN-WB Aid Co-ordination Officer, presented on the work of the Use of Country Systems 
Working Group of Somalia. A key output is a report which looks at what using country systems means 
in practice, how strong systems need to be before development partners use them, and some of the 
reasons UCS remains weak. The group also agreed on a roadmap with benchmarks and indicators to 
promote greater UCS in Somalia for 2017-19 (draft report). 

 
Working Lunch Presentations: Making the New Deal Relevant in Crisis 
CSPPS introduced the lunchtime discussion, stressing the added value of the International Dialogue, 
given the strong link between crisis and fragility. They see the Fragility Assessments as potential 
instruments for early warning, and the IDPS as a platform to use a peacebuilding approach to linking 
politics and the practical realities on the ground. 
 
The World Bank presented on their collaboration with the UN system on a study on prevention of 
violent conflicts. The overall objective of this study is to improve understanding of how domestic 
political economy and development processes interact with security, political, and human rights 
tools, to prevent conflict from becoming violent. The preparation of this report involves the World 
Bank and PBSO, UNDP, DPA, and DPKO. The study will provide clear recommendations to 
governments and the international community on improving approaches to prevention. The final 
report will be completed in September/October 2017. 
 

Session 4 Presentations: Financing Peace, Private Sector, and New Partnerships 
CSPPS presented an overview of their paper on Solidifying Private Sector Engagement in Fragile and 
Conflict-Affected States, produced in collaboration with Oxfam-Novib, one of their newest members. 
The paper describes the current state of play of private sector engagement in peacebuilding and 
statebuilding, and outlines options for exploring the potential peacebuilding role and stability impact 
of multinational and national corporations headquartered in OECD countries. The paper suggests 
that the IDPS could lead on facilitating or initiating public-private dialogues in fragile countries that 
look for responsible investments; communicate with governments, development partners, and 
private sector actors on the utility of its peacebuilding approaches; act as an innovator that builds 
the evidence that is needed to demonstrate good business practices on the ground; and act as a 
gatekeeper of the SDGs by expanding the indicators to track progress by companies on the SDGs, or 
by developing indicators for companies to do their own tracking. 
 
The INCAF Secretariat presented on their work on financing for fragility. This work started with a 
request from the UN Secretary General for the OECD, the UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office and the 
World Bank to work together to map financing options for fragile and crisis-affected contexts. The 
work continued in 2016 with support from Australia, looking at how to apply the Addis Ababa Action 
Agenda to fragile contexts – working with ODA, private flows, and domestic revenues to best finance 
peace and crisis response. The work includes case studies in Somalia, South Sudan, Lebanon and 
Myanmar. It will result in policy papers on the current state of play in financing for fragility, what 
works, the challenges, and next steps, and on practical guidance on how to develop a resourcing 
strategy for fragile contexts. 
 
The World Bank presented on IDA 18 and its Private Sector Window. IDA 18, an unprecedented 
financing package and mechanisms for FCV, contains a new strategic, more differentiated approach 
to tackle fragility. It places a heavy emphasis on operational effectiveness and implementation, 
focusing on significant risks (prevention), active conflict or prolonged crisis, deep fragility, turn 
around and transition, subnational conflicts and/or violence, and regional fragility and refugee hosts. 
The Private Sector Window (PSW) was created to support private sector development towards the 
SDGs. It recognises the private sector’s fundamental role in strengthening economies and creating 

mailto:Secretariat@pbsbdialogue.org?subject=UCS%20Paper%20-%20Somalia
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jobs. The PSW will expand private investment and create markets; supporting the scale-up of IFC and 
MIGA investments; offsetting risks and impediments to invest, encouraging high-impact, pioneering 
investments; and support IDA18 goals and thematic priorities. 
 
The European Union presented on the European External Investment Plan (EIP), which is designed to 
contribute to attaining the SDGs and thereby address the root causes of fragility/migration. It is a 
long-term, coherent and integrated framework to boost sustainable investments and decent job 
creation in Africa and the EU neighbourhood. It uses EU funds to leverage financing for investments 
from financial institutions, private investors and EU member states. It is built on three pillars: 
innovative financing instruments, technical assistance, and investment climate. 
 
The International Dialogue Secretariat presented on its work on a note on Making a case for 
Responsible Investment in Fragile and Conflict-Affected Situations. This note builds on work that 
started in 2013, considering how to create a ‘New Deal for the Private Sector’. The note seeks to 
understand the scope and landscape of private sector investment in fragile situations. It is the 
product of interviews and consultations conducted over a year, and outlines findings and 
recommendations for joint action by investors working in partnership with development actors. 
Other key achievements include a multi-stakeholder workshop in Sierra Leone (2015), work to create 
greater awareness in private/investor circles about the New Deal, and a brochure on key 
international standards for responsible business conduct and how they apply to fragile states. 
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