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The Co-Chair (Emilia Pires) welcomed participants to the sixth meeting of the International Dialogue 

Steering Group and introduced Ali Gillies (Australia), acting as Co-Chair on behalf of Bella Bird (UK) 

who could not attend the Steering Group meeting. 

Update on recent developments 

The Co-Chair (Emilia Pires) briefed participants about the workshop on Achieving the MDGs in a 

Context of Crisis which took place in Accra on 19-20 July. The meeting adopted the Accra Declaration 

on achieving the MDGs in a context of crisis and provides a common perspective of 12 countries 

affected by conflict and fragility. This will serve as a useful common platform to influence the MDG 

Review summit taking place in New York from 20-22 September 2010. 

The Co-Chair informed the Steering Group about her mission to New York in June 2010 to brief the 

PBC Chairs and UN member states on the International Dialogue and the Dili Declaration. The PBC 

Chair welcomed the idea of strengthening informal relationships between the UN PBC and the 

International Dialogue but did not respond positively to the invitation to join the International 

Dialogue Steering Group.   

The g7+ meeting which took place on 21 July 2011 was attended by 11 countries, including Guinea 

Bissau, Papua New Guinea and Ethiopia who are considering their participation in the g7+ and the 

International Dialogue. The g7+ meeting endorsed the proposed work programme and operational 

arrangement with a Timor-Leste based g7+ Secretariat. Participants agreed to the proposal to hold a 

g7+ heads of state meeting in connection with the MDG Review Summit and to work towards 

influencing the MDG Outcome Document based on the Accra Declaration on achieving the MDGs in 

a context of crisis. 

Ali Gillies reminded participants that there was commitment made in the Dili Declaration to set up a 

mechanism to enable the g7+ partner country meetings to continue (1st action agreed to). She 

informed participants that a concept note developed by Australia on what the “friends of the g7+” 

might look like has been shared with development partners who participated at the Dili International 

dialogue. Steering Group members welcomed the note and invited Australia, UNDP and the 

Secretariat to clarify how the various budget requirements and funding mechanisms (International 

Dialogue account, UNDP trust fund, direct support to g7+ Secretariat) would fit together.  

The Secretariat (Stephan Massing) briefed participants about a workshop on global indicators for 

statebuilding and peacebuilding in fragile and conflict affected states organised jointly by the 

International Dialogue Secretariat and the World Development Report 2011 in conjunction with 

UNDP. The workshop brought together policy makers, academics and monitoring and evaluation 

experts to brainstorm on possible indicators and to identify gaps in data and data collection 

capabilities for measuring progress. Discussions were based on the seven peacebuilding and 

statebuilding goals agreed in Dili. The outcomes of the workshop are meant to inform the 

International Dialogue work on international goals and the World Development Report 2011.  



Participation and organisation  

Broadening participation to other countries: Steering Group members agreed to actively approach 

the following countries with the help of the Co-Chairs and Steering Group members: Guinea Bissau, 

Somalia, Ethiopia and Papua New Guinea (a letter of invitation will be sent by the g7+ Co-Chair as a 

follow up to participation in the Accra meetings), Cote d’Ivoire (DRC will follow up), Mozambique 

and Angola (the Co-Chair will initiate contact), South Africa (Secretariat). 

Advisory group: the Secretariat (Stephan Massing) briefed participants about the final long-list for 

the International Dialogue advisory panel. An invitation letter will be sent out to invite experts in the 

following weeks.    

Modality for civil society participation: Steering Group members broadly endorsed the proposal 

prepared by the Secretariat with the following modification: the role of the civil society liaison 

representative should be expanded to include the task of developing relations with national civil 

society organisations to ensure their views are fed into the International Dialogue process. The call 

for proposal should therefore emphasise the requirement that organisations have a strong network 

of civil society organisations, including southern organisations. 

International Dialogue work programme 

The Secretariat presented the revised version of the International Dialogue work programme which 

incorporates comments received from members. The work programme was endorsed by 

participants with a few minor editorial modifications and some substantive additions: the current 

focus of the political dialogue working group should be slightly expanded to also include the role of 

mediation by outside actors, including regional organisations in preventing conflict, in particular in 

deteriorating situations.  

It was agreed that working group participation should be limited to a maximum of five development 

partners and five g7+ countries. Working group meetings should take place back to back on a 

rotating basis to ensure linkages and synergies between different groups are built. On chairing 

arrangements, it was decided to nominate a back up for working group Chairs. The following 

working group Chairs were confirmed by the Steering Group: Japan and DRC (capacity 

development), Sierra Leone (Planning), UNDP and Liberia (political dialogue). The Co-Chairs with 

support from the Secretariat will facilitate agreement on the Co-Chairs for the remaining vacant 

positions. 

The Terms of Reference for the development of a methodology on in-country reviews of the impact 

of development partners’ hiring and procurement procedures on the local economy and labour 

market were not discussed due to time constraints. The Secretariat invited Steering Group members 

to send written comments to the Secretariat (adrian.tabatabai@oecd.org) by 15 August. 

Dissemination and advocacy strategy for the MDG Review Summit 

Steering Group members agreed on the following entry points for influencing the MDG Review 

summit and its outcome document: 
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1) Influencing negotiations of the MDG outcome document in New York. Next steps: the g7+ 

Secretariat will share a letter template (prepared by the International Dialogue Secretariat) and 

suggested changes to the outcome document with g7+ focal points. The letter template could be 

used by Ministers of Foreign Affairs to instruct their delegations in New York to defend paragraph 31 

of the current draft and actively suggest additions to paragraphs 5 and 44 of the outcome document. 

2) Raising visibility of the g7+ through a heads of state meeting during the MDG Review summit. 

Next steps: the g7+ Chair will prepare a letter from the President of Timor-Leste to g7+ heads of 

state to invite them to a meeting in New York in connection with the MDG Review Summit. 

Preparations for the g7+ heads of state meeting will be lead by Timor-Leste, DRC and Liberia. 

3) Raising visibility of conflict and fragility through a side event on achieving the MDG in situations of 

conflict and fragility during the MDG Review summit. Steering Group members approached Japan 

(observer to the Steering Group) to explore Japan’s interest to lead on the preparation of a side 

event during the MDG Review Summit. Japan will inform the Secretariat about their ability to 

sponsor such an event after consultation with Tokyo and the mission in New York. 

4) Influencing discussions at the Roundtable on Emerging Issues: The roundtable on emerging issues 

will discuss a range of issues. It nevertheless provides an opportunity for, members to raise the 

challenges posed by conflict and fragility for reaching the MDGs. Delegations will need to sign up to 

round tables early. 

Closure and next meeting 

The Co-Chair thanked all members for their participation. She suggested the next meeting could be 

held in the margins of the World Bank/IMF spring meetings in the first week of October given the 

attendance of several g7+ ministers and the presentation of the WDR on development, conflict and 

security.  
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