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18 Steering Group Meeting 
 International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding 

29 February 2016 
House of Sweden, Washington, DC, USA 

 
At this meeting, members were expected to make progress on deciding what is next for the International 
Dialogue – in terms of what it should do, how it should be structured, and with whom it should ally – in order to 
drive the New Deal forward in the context of the 2030 Agenda. The meeting was structured around 8 sessions, 
during which members discussed the findings and recommendations of the Independent Review (session 2), the 
draft Strategy for the Future of the International Dialogue (session 3), a proposal for renewing the mandate of 
the International Dialogue and modifying the Implementation Working Group’s mandate (session 4), linking the 
New Deal Principles and the SDGs (session 5), and the plans and progress for the Global Meeting (session 6). 
Additionally, members were presented updates from the Secretariats (session 7), and a proposal for a 
communications strategy by Aequitas (session 8). 

Presentation of the Independent Review Report 

Sara Hearn, the report’s lead author, presented the Key Findings and Main Recommendations of the 
Independent Review. Members then shared their views on the process and its findings and recommendations. 
CIC were asked to look at the impact of the New Deal and the International Dialogue’s contribution, and to 
provide recommendations for the future of the International Dialogue. Members congratulated the CIC team for 
their work, noting the constraints they faced, and expressed approval for the consultative process followed. 
Members expressed their overall support for the review’s findings and recommendations, while noting some 
areas where the report could have been stronger. Members also discussed the added value of the International 
Dialogue partnership in the SDG era. They noted the importance and uniqueness of its tripartite approach – 
between governments, development partners, and civil society – and discussed the need for greater clarity 
about the role of each constituency going forward. The co-chairs noted the members’ support and endorsement 
of the Independent Review. It was agreed that the Independent Review would be launched at a side event at the 
World Bank Spring Meetings in April 2016. 

Future of the International Dialogue: what should if focus on? 

Members discussed the future focus of the International Dialogue. The proposed strategy for the International 
Dialogue focuses on mobilising political will, a recommitment to the mandate, and a clearer country-level and 
global focus to make the International Dialogue fit for purpose. It also proposes a slight modification of the ways 
of working of the International Dialogue Secretariat to ensure it co-ordinates members’ interactions so that the 
voices of the g7+, INCAF and civil society are all respected and included. Members welcomed the discussions on 
the future of the International Dialogue. They agreed that no drastic changes are needed, but insisted on the 
need for more work at the country level. In this respect, they welcomed the proposal for an enhanced New Deal 
implementation focus, through a strengthened Implementation Working Group. The Strategy for the Future of 
the International Dialogue was approved with some modifications based on the discussion and written feedback 
sent to the Co-Chairs. The strategy will be tabled for endorsement at the Global Meeting in Stockholm. 

Future of the International Dialogue: Proposed Mandate Renewal 

In this session, members reviewed and discussed two proposals:  a draft mandate for the International Dialogue, 
and a draft Terms of Reference for the Implementation Working Group. Members expressed their support for 
renewing the mandate of the International Dialogue, while noting that a new mandate should be developed by 
assessing where there have been gaps in implementation due to the mandate, and where there have been gaps 
due to lack of work on implementation. While stressing the importance of not duplicating existing structures on 
the ground, members strongly supported a mandate which allows the International Dialogue to improve its work 
on country-level implementation. A number of suggestions were made for ways to improve the mandate, 
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though members expressed concern about discussing the mandate without having first agreed on the substance 
of the strategy. It was agreed that the CSPPS will co-chair the Implementation Working Group once the new 
Terms of Reference have been finalised and approved. The Temporary Working Group (TWG) will continue to 
work on the future Mandate for the International Dialogue and on the Terms of Reference for the 
Implementation Working Group, taking into account the recommendations of the Independent Review, the 
discussions and feedback of the 18th Steering Group meeting, and members’ input received through 
consultations.  

Linking the New Deal Principles and the SDGs 

Members discussed the linkages between the SDGs and the New Deal principles and goals in fragile contexts.  
Acknowledging the strong sense of celebration after the adoption of the SDGs, the question now is how to align 
the New Deal and the SDG frameworks. The goal is to ensure that countries affected by fragility and conflict 
benefit from both processes. The frameworks share similarities, including their focus on leaving no one behind 
and acknowledging there can be no peace without development and no development without peace. Members 
observed three key groups of questions regarding the link between the two processes: Implementation, 
resourcing, and monitoring. The International Dialogue should acquire a better understanding of the factors in 
these contexts that have a potential risk of inhibiting, slowing down, or delaying progress.  Members agreed that 
a small working group should be set up to clarify how the International Dialogue can best support the g7+ and to 
clarify the narrative which links the two processes. 

Global Meeting: 5 April 2016, Stockholm 

The co-Chairs updated members on the preparations for the Global Meeting and its draft agenda and presented 
and discussed the draft Stockholm Declaration. Members provided feedback on the language, substance, and 
commitments of the declaration. They also discussed the issue of attendance and how to scale-up efforts to 
ensure that all three constituencies are represented at a high level in Stockholm.  The Co-Chairs took note of the 
feedback and suggestions, including the feedback received in written form before or just after the meeting. 
Noting the challenge involved in including all views while keeping the Declaration concise, the Co-Chairs 
committed to circulating a new draft for a final round of comments ahead of the meeting. 

Update from the Secretariats 

The three Secretariats updated members on their latest and upcoming work. The g7+ informed the group of 
their preparations for the fourth g7+ Ministerial Meeting in Kabul, Afghanistan on 23-24 March 2016. INCAF 
shared information about their January Task Team meetings and their plans for the Stockholm ministerial, where 
they hope to derive clear messages to feed into the World Humanitarian Summit in May. The International 
Dialogue Secretariat presented a financial update and a report on its work. The CSPPS shared information about 
their Executive Committee meeting, and their work at country level. They also shared the outcomes of the 
lunchtime discussion on Gender and the New Deal held at the 17th Steering Group Meeting. The International 
Dialogue updated members on its latest work and presented a financial statement. The Secretariat announced 
that it will need to fundraise in order to deliver on its work plan for the rest of 2016.   

Communications Strategy 

Aequitas Consulting presented a proposal for a 2016 and Beyond Communications Strategy. The overarching 
goal of this strategy is to expand understanding and engagement beyond our core stakeholders, and strengthen 
the political position of the International Dialogue. To do this, Aequitas highlighted that a new structured and 
innovative approach is required, which will focus on strengthening and clarifying the International Dialogue key 
messages and proving the impact of the New Deal. This work will solidify the messages and positioning of the 
International Dialogue and the New Deal and lay the foundations for publicising four objectives presented as 
part of the draft strategy for the future of the International Dialogue.  


