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International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding  

 
Summary Record of the first meeting of the Steering Group 

 

18 September 2009, Dili, Timor Leste  

 

 

1. Introduction 

H.E. Emilia Pires, host of the meeting, welcomed participants to the first International Dialogue Steering 

Group (SG) meeting. The International Dialogue Co-Chairs (Armand Kasumbu Borrey, DRC and Bella Bird, UK) 

introduced the objectives of the meeting as outlined in the agenda. 

2. Role of the Steering Group 

Members expressed support for the role of the SG as outlined in the Terms of Reference. The proposal of the 

Co-Chair (Armand Kasumbu Borrey) to expand the membership of the group and invite additional partner 

country and non-OECD donor representatives (e.g. Brazil, South Africa) was accepted. The option of inviting 

the Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission to join the SG was welcomed as one way to ensure greater 

linkages with discussions in New York. 

3. National Consultations on peacebuilding and statebuilding 

The International Dialogue Secretariat (Stephan Massing) reminded participants about the themes of national 

consultations and their expected outcome as outlined in the methodology note. Consultations are currently 

planned in Afghanistan, Burundi, CAR, DRC, Liberia, Nepal, Sierra Leone and Southern Sudan. In discussing the 

contributions of SG members to the process it was highlighted that donor members could inform their 

country-desks about planned consultations and encourage them to promote the International Dialogue and 

share information with other stakeholders on the ground. UNDP emphasised the substantive input that 

international focal points in-country can make in preparing country consultations and reports beyond 

logistical and financial support. There was consensus about the importance of holding broad-based 

consultations that involve all relevant stakeholders in society and in ensuring that views from civil-society and 

citizens are reflected in the process. This could for example be done by establishing linkages with grassroots 

consultations organised by several NGOs, active in participating countries. It was emphasised, however, that 

government leadership is critical to make consultations a success. The AfDB’s suggestion to encourage 

national focal points to take part in consultations of neighbouring countries was welcomed and seen as a 

means to foster South-South learning and generate increased interest in holding consultations. The AfDB 

offered financial support to fund in-country costs for upcoming country consultations on peacebuilding and 

statebuilding in West-Africa (Sierra Leone, Liberia) and Central Africa (DRC, CAR, Burundi). The Secretariat was 

tasked to explore how funding for South Sudan (currently the only country with a funding gap) could be 

mobilised. 

4. Outcomes of the International Dialogue  

The Co-Chair (Bella Bird) reminded participants about the overall objectives of the International Dialogue as 

outlined in the concept note. Members discussed the potential products that could be generated by the 

International Dialogue and agreed that a proposal should be tabled and discussed at the first global meeting 
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in March 2009. Timor Leste and DRC proposed that the International Dialogue could expand its substantive 

focus to include topics related to the international and regional dimensions and drivers of peacebuilding and 

statebuilding (e.g. natural resource management, trade, economic growth). While the International Dialogue 

would not necessarily be the forum to take these issues forward it could inform and/or feed into other global 

or regional policy processes. It was emphasised that linkages with other policy processes, in particular policy 

discussions in the Peace Building Commission and UN system, will be instrumental to advancing the objectives 

of the International Dialogue. UNDP recommended broadening the participants of the International Dialogue 

to non-development actors and encouraged involving other key players from the UN system, in particular 

DPKO and DPA. 

5. International Dialogue Expert Panel 

The Co-Chair introduced the nominations received for the International Dialogue Expert Panel. Members 

pointed out that the experience and technical knowledge of nominated experts would vary considerably and 

that the International Dialogue should aim for more senior experts than some of the current nominations. It 

was agreed to establish a list of resource persons that could include experts to be invited on a case by case 

basis. Members were invited to send additional nominations to the Secretariat. The Co-Chairs requested the 

Secretariat to establish a shortlist of proposed experts for consideration by the SG and International Dialogue 

members. A first meeting of the expert panel could take place ahead or shortly after the first global meeting 

of the International Dialogue. 

6. Preparations for the first meeting of the International Dialogue in Dili 2010 

The concept note for the first global meeting of the International Dialogue (the “Dili International Dialogue”) 

was welcomed by members. The Secretariat informed the SG on the Central African Republic’s continued 

interest to host an experience sharing meeting among African member countries of the International Dialogue 

in 2009. The AfDB updated the SG that the AfDB/AU/UNECA conference on peacebuilding and statebuilding in 

Africa was now envisaged to take place in February 2010. Its results are meant to feed into the Dili 

International Dialogue. Timor Leste and DRC proposed to organise a meeting between partner countries on 

the day before the formal International Dialogue meeting. It was agreed that substantive preparations for this 

meeting would be led by the DRC and Timor Leste with initial support by the International Dialogue 

Secretariat. The concept note for the first global meeting will be updated to reflect the various preparatory 

events. 

The proposed meeting dates for the Dili International Dialogue are 11-12 March 2010. The Co-Chairs will 

circulate a “save the date” message in early October. Preparations for the Dili International Dialogue will be 

led by a Secretariat established in the Ministry of Finance. A local taskforce will be created to support the 

preparatory process. Australia, the EC and World Bank offered financial and logistical support in organising 

the meeting. UNDP/UNMIT will explore the possibility of providing translation/interpretation support 

(including French). It was agreed that the Dili International Dialogue should be open to government and civil 

society representatives in Timor Leste while ensuring a balance between external and Dili-based participants.  

Members agreed on the need to develop communication material for the International Dialogue and create a 

logo to give the process a visual identity.  

7. Conclusions and next steps 

The Co-Chairs asked participants to send ideas for a logo to the Secretariat by 25 September 2009 and to send 

additional nominations for the expert panel to the Secretariat by 2 November 2009. The next meeting of the 

SG will be organised as a video-conference in November 2009. 
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ANNEX A 
 

 
 

List of Participants: Steering Group Meeting at Hotel Arbiru, 6 pm 

 

 
 
 

Country/ Agency  Name 
Status 

 

Timor-Leste H.E. Emilia Pires, Minister of 
Finance 

Host/Partner 
Country 

Australia Ms. Ali Gillies (AusAID) Co-host/Member 

 Ms Jane Chandler (AusAID) Member 

DRC 
Mr. Armand Kasumbu Co-Chair 

Ms. Fatima Keko  Member 

United Kingdom (DFID) Ms. Bella Bird  Co-Chair 

 Mr. Alex Stevens  Member 

OECD Mr. Stephan Massing  
 

Member 

France Mr. Gregoire Rochigneux Member 

African Development Bank (AfDB) Ms. Margaret Kilo  Member 

UNDP Timor-Leste Mr. Finn Reske-Nielsen (UN 
Resident Coordinator) 

Member 

 Michael Longsford, Special 
Assistant to DSRSG 

Member 

Southern Sudan Mr. Moses Mabior Observer 

World Bank Ms. Homa-Zahra Fotouhi Observer 

New Zealand Ms Mikaela Nyman (NZAID) Observer 

EC H.E. Juan Carlos Reyseljedo Observer 

Timor-Leste H.E. Rui M.Hanjam (Vice MoF) Observer 

 Roberto Soares (MFA) Observer 

 Helder da Costa (NC, MoF) Staff 

 Leigh Mitchell Staff 

 Nik Soni Staff 

Total 21 people  
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ANNEX B 

 

 

The International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding 

First Meeting of the International Dialogue Steering Group in Dili, Timor Leste 
Friday 18 September 2009, 4 pm onwards 

 

15 minutes Welcome and Introduction 

 Welcome by H.E. Emilia Pires, Finance Minister of Timor Leste 

 Introduction by the Co-Chairs of the International Dialogue 

30 minutes Discussion on the role of the Steering Group 

 Overview of proposed TOR for the Steering Group by the Secretariat 

 Discussion on the role of the Steering Group and expectations of members 

 Discussion on the composition of the Steering Group 

Background Documents 

Terms of Reference: The Steering Group of the International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and 

Statebuilding 

1 hour National consultations on peacebuilding and statebuilding 

 Update on the process and expected outcomes of national consultations by the Co-chairs 

 What lessons from the consultation meeting in Timor for the future process? 

 Discussion on the role of the Steering Group 

Background Documents 

Draft Methodology Note for Country-level Consultations 

Proposed Format and Session Guide for Country-specific Consultation Meetings on Peacebuilding 

and Statebuilding 

1 hour The overall outcomes of the International Dialogue 

 Reminder about the overall objectives of the International Dialogue 

 Discussion on the International Dialogue’s  final products 

 Feeding into other policy processes (e.g. the MDG-review, HLF4)  

 Composition of the International Dialogue Expert Panel 

Background Documents 

Concept Paper for the International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding 

Nominations for the International Dialogue Expert Panel 

 

1 hour Preparations for the first meeting of the International Dialogue in Dili 2010 

 Purpose and format for the first International Dialogue meeting 

 Key steps in the preparatory process (country consultations, Kigali conference, INCAF SLM) 
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 Next steps in preparing for Dili 2010 

Background Documents 

Draft Concept Note for the First Meeting of the International Dialogue 

15 minutes Conclusion  

  Summary of Agreements and next steps 


